U.A.W. Local 969 Retiree Chapter Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2010

The meeting was called to order by chairperson Bob Gossman at 11:30 a.m., after the pledge of allegiance. Ginny Bowers led us in prayer. Bob thanked Ginny. The roll call of officers found everyone in attendance. Treasurer’s Report by Betty Early.-Betty was unable to read the financial report. The account is still in transition. Our money is being transferred to Local 1588. It should have transferred by now.

Good and Welfare by Shirley Clemmens - Shirley sent get well wishes to Ruth Ames, John Berry, Ilene Chilcote, Bob Gossman, and Roberta Deel. Sympathy cards were sent for John Berry, Charles Archabald, Robert “Robin” Ridolso, Daniel Kochler, Clara Baseman, Sara Campbell and Dinkelaker.
Chairman’s Report by Bob Gossman - Bob thanked everyone that helped to set up the hall for the meeting. Also a big thank you to the women helping in the kitchen.

After a brief and valiant battle Keith Goldhart died last week. He addressed our retiree meeting 2 years ago while running for the Ohio House. Keith was a long time Pleasant Township Trustee and a good guy. He was 63 years old.

I understand a couple of my internet friends are upset with me. I don’t get on the internet to argue politics. I would rather trade jokes and information but if you insist on sending me that mentally impaired, Archie Bunker garbage, I am going to answer you and you are not going to like it. I declined the $3000.00 coverage for free term insurance, I don’t want to be contacted. Scott Miller has a very prominent presence in Washington, D.C. His firm provides advice on medicare and prescription drugs. They helped several retirees last year. They advertise in our News and Views Newsletter.

Dale Markovich-A meeting was held in Detroit Michigan with U.A.W. Benefit Representatives from all three domestic automakers. The meeting dealt primarily with the VEBA retiree population. The need for formulating a VEBA Trust was explained in detail. The VEBA is funded at sufficient levels but uncertainty with the economy is a concern for everyone. Trust members recently voted on modification to the benefits received by retired members. Benefit modifications are necessary to keep the VEBA Trust funded to a substantial level. The 2007 funding received and invested in the VEBA Trust was designed to earn 9% interest. The market crash in 2008 resulted in losses of nearly 25% of expected earnings. Modifications were then necessary to restore fund balance in the Trust. Early retirement generated by SAP programs put increased liability on the VEBA. Members that took buy-outs partially offset the additional liabilities. Modifications to Trust are voted on by 11 members of the Trust, there are 6 independent members and 5 UAW appointees. It takes 9 votes to approve modifications. The Trust will put out status letters each May detailing the fiscal aspects of the Trust. The UAW Medical Benefits has 900,000 people participating in the USA. The Trust administers for the three domestic and each has its own account. There are 540,720 participants in the UAW GM account. The money in the UAW GM account can not be used for UAW Ford or UAW Chrysler issues.

Good news is monthly premiums are staying the same for 2011, and the deductible and co-insurance are also staying the same for

2011. Dependent coverage to the age of 26 starting 1-1-2011. New benefits are smoking cessation, Chantix and Zyban will be covered. Diabetes education, certified diabetes educators to be available locally not a benefit in a physicians office setting. Cardiac rehab to be offered, based on need. Nurse practitioner physician assistant to now be covered. GM shinlges vaccine–GM.

Bad news is invitro fertilization, artificial insemination and embryonic transplantation no longer covered benefits for VEBA Trust participants. Prescription drug price to increase for 2011. Generic stays the same price, 30 day retail $10.00, 90 days $20.00. Brand names increase in price, 30 day retail $25.00 to $30.00 +$5.00 for mailing, 90 days from $50.00 to $60.00 +10 mailing. Non preferred medication members choice $80.00 for 30 days, $160 for 90 day supply. Letter to members on non-preferred medications detailing alternate drugs at lower cost or different medication. 15% OF RETIREES TAKE 25 PRESCRIPTIONS A DAY. Urgent Care will be more economical $50.00, Emergency Room $100.00.

Dave Davis President’s Report-Local Union 2B Director Ken Lords and Linda Neuendorff, Auditor have taken over our bills. Local 969 well be closed out. All the money for the sale of the hall has been transferred to Maumee. The retiree money is to be with Local 1588. We have not had a financial report in 5 months. Bob Gossman said that Bob Breckenridge had turned in his resignation. We will have election for Vice President next meeting.

Alexandra Armstrong financial service spoke. Also Bruce Bostic of the Steel Workers spoke. He said it was an honor to be here with us today. He said Social Security is the top poverty fighter. Social Security is not part of the Nation’s deficit and debt problem. It is self financed through dedicated contributions. Medicare has helped reduce senior poverty by two thirds, since it started in 1965. Social Security is the most fiscally responsible federal program. It is good until the year 2040.

Bob asked if there was any old business or new business. No neither. Drawing for the 50 x 50 won by Pat Cockran, she gave it back to the general fund. John Swisher won the second half and he also gave it back to the general fund. 

Motion to adjourn Jim Hacker and seconded by Ginny Bower.

Respectfully Submitted by Janet Watson, Recording Secretary
