UAW LOCAL 969 RETIREE CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 3, 2011

Local 969 retiree meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Bob Gossman at 11:00 am. Ginny Bowers led us in prayer after the pledge of allegiance. Roll call of officers found everyone in attendance.

Bob said he never liked the retiree money incorporated with the Local membership money. It’s not fair that Judi and John have any of the retiree money. If they can only go back to last August, we will agree to it, but if they try to take a portion of our money since last August, we may just fight them on that. They have no right to our money. Jim Hacker made a motion not to act on this until we get more facts. It was seconded by Terry Berry.

Bill Bauer Region Retiree Chairman said Local 1588 will be getting our dues. We have bills from November that have not been paid yet. The money should be flowing into Local 1588.

Our website is running but currently not up to date as Bill Morris is in the hospital at this time.  Bill takes care of the site.

Good and Welfare Shirley Clemmons gave this report:  Deaths: Gary Barnette, Otto Barton and Wanda Kitts, Pat Volpe, Mildred Groves, Paul Malone, Charles Dolby, Superintendent, Louie Keen, Betty Harmon, and Mildred Titus. Get well cards sent to: Joyce Ballenger, Dick Johanneman, Bill Morris, Ron Cline, Ava Counts, and Bonnie Hays.

Bob thanked everyone that helped set up and help tear down for this meeting.

He said House Bill 5 that was passed is an attack on middle class and this is far from over. People are now starting to listen. They will be coming after Social Security next. Everyone should call your senators and tell them to vote again House Bill 5. 

Jim Harmon is functioning as chair of Cap Council since Gary Barnettes demise. Jim Harmon will get more active.

The next meeting is April 6.
President’s report, Dave Davis.  There are two separate mortgages from the sale of the Union Hall. One is a second mortgage we are carrying. It was always our intention to fund John Neymeyer’s retirement. They want everything we have, 35¢ out of every dollar, and stays at the region. If we have no dues, we have no money to operate.

Bill Bowers, Region 2B Retiree Chairman called Ken Lords, our Regional Director to ask where our money is and how to get at it. We hope to hear back from him soon. Bill has been in Columbus demonstrating against House Bill 5. They will meet on this and there is a chance we will be able to beat this down. They are trying to break unions. Wages will still be part of collective bargaining.  Hopefully, we will get enough votes to stop it. There is a lot of effort going into organizing. They are trying to get BW and Honda, Mercedes and are going to Japan. Want to know why they can be unionized in CHINA, but not here.  WHY??

Contract for UAW this year. They will start meeting in June or July.  There are four issues for retirees.  (1) Base rate increase, (2) want to get the Christmas bonus back, (3) Draw supplement pension, (4) want to get dental and vision paid by GM again.  State of Ohio has largest group of UAW retirees.
Dale Markovich Benefit Representative said if you received a form from GM on bankruptcy, there is no reason to keep it. GM just deposited $2.7 Billion into pension fund. They added $2.6 million into the Health Care Fund. Everyone should know your benefits in retirement. If you didn’t receive a new benefit book, call 1-866-637-7555. Health Care is run by the UAW. Medicare and Binsons are in a bidding war in some areas. Medicare is not happy with diabetic costs. Diabetics are still covered under our fund until you reach Medicare age. There are new dental plans available; you need to decide what is best for you and your family. The number to call to get information is 1-800-524-0149 or 1-800-971-4108. You must go generic for Nexium. Basic Life Insurance is based on years of service. At age 65 formula starts dropping but it will never drop more than 50%. If you have concerns about this, call 1-800-489-4646 for health insurance or go online.

Curt Bateman-Senate Bill 5 allowed retaining health care—no collective bargaining. Health Care costs too much. Ontario health care under control-$8200/person. We finance our health care through Wall Street. Everyone needs access to health care—a human need. Cut Wall Street and insurance company out of our health care.
Alexandra Armstrong says inflation very dangerous. She is here to help you with your finances any way she can.  Gossman says she has been a big help to him and his wife, Pamela. Give her a call at 614-273-0455.

Drawing for the 50/50 were Betty Early and Terry Berry, both winning $59.
