UAW LOCAL 969 RETIREE CHAPTER MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 3, 2011
The meeting was called to order at 11:00 am by Chairman, Bob Gossman after the pledge of allegiance. Virginia Bowers led us in prayer. Roll call of officers found everyone in attendance.

Financial report is still tied up in Maumee. No matter what, we will stick together and stay together and have our meeting and enjoy ourselves. Motion to accept the financial report as it stands. Terry Berry was seconded by Jim Hacker.

Bob Gossman: Gas prices raising again. One company reported $9.5 billion net profit in three months. John Kasich working on privatizing teachers. They picked on the auto industry for a long time and are now working on the teachers; always picking on union’s. Things in this country starting to get a little better and the GOP want to take credit for that.  TOO many people buying foreign cars.

President Dave Davis reports: Our funds are in escrow; don’t have the specific numbers. They are still in discussion about who owes who what.  Local 1588 in Lewis Center will be paying our bills out of our funds;the money we had in the pot before this all started.

We allowed John to retire. He left five years early so he could work in South Carolina with his family members. We want to take care of John’s retirement but he wants a lot more--benefits, bonus pay, and Christmas bonus. Enough of this, we will survive.

Jerry King is 71 years old today. Keep Gary Barnett and Lou Keen in your prayers. They are both having serious health issues.

Dale Markovich could not be here as he had another commitment today. He will be here next month.

Bruce Bostic from Alliance for Retired America said Social Security has nothing to do with the deficit. The new people in Washington are trying to raise the retirement age to 70 and cutting benefits. Social Security has been a lifeline to pull people out of poverty. Alliance for Retired Americans campaign with sign petitions “Don’t Touch Social Security.” The tasks before us are many; the ability to declare bankruptcy in the states. Auto workers need to be part of this fight.

Alexandra Armstrong says the professional market is up and down. CD’s are not safe. 1% interest is all they are paying. Bob Gossman’s wife has been investing with me for seven years. She has done remarkable for me. Please believe I want to help you. Alexandra brought home baked cookies today.

